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Public  Health  Departnient, 


Tlie  Guildhall , 

ST.  IVES, 

Cornwall. 
August,  1952* 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  St,  Ives. 


Ur,  Mayor,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

In  introducing  the  Annual  iteport  I  must  first  of  all  refer  to 
the  death  of  the  former  Medical  Officer  of  He&J.th,  Dr.  Hadfield.  As 
the  first  fulltime  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  this  Borough  and  the 
three  other  Councils  now  constituting  Cornwall  No.  1  Area,  he  set  a 
high  standard  and  it  is  onlj'’  proper  to  record  the  excellent  work  he 
did  for  the  whole  area. 

Pew  points  stand  out  particularly  except,  of  course,  the  Census 
which  although  it  was  a  national  event  is  likely  to  have  considerable 
local  repercussions  when  the  full  figures  for  the  Borough  become 
available. 

The  Amalveor  Scheme  proceeded  slowly  on  its  v/ay  but  eventually 
the  Borough* s  persistence  was  rewarded  by  the  Ivlinistry*s  full  approval. 
This  and  other  items  of  special  interest  are  referred  to  later. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  a  pleasure  to  mention  the  cordial  co-operation 
I  have  received  from  the  Chief  Officers  of  the  other  Departments  and 
their  Staffs,  while  the  assistance  of  Mr,  Douglas,  the  Senitarjr  Inspector, 
has  been  given  ungrudgingly  at  all  times. 

I  am,  Mr.  Mayor, 

Your  obedient  .Servant, 

W.S.  DUNSCOI'BE. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


1 


-  .  ‘  ^  ‘‘ip  4  .r -* 

V 

^  mSt 

’  V 

^  - 

u\r  '  ^ 

i'  ^>VjguiL 


'  I 


j  •' ' . 


'  .lu  .  .  ,  ;  11 

n  ■•  i‘,:i*i  •*:.■  •••■.'  '  ■ 

,•.  *1  :  -r.  :  £<VJr\-’  '•  v’ 


■.  h 


«  ' 

■  .rt  -TS*'  .'■'i  . 


I 


2. 

3. 

4. 

i: 

7. 

8. 

9. 


STATISTICAL  ZMPOHT'lATIdT . 

1931. 


1.  Civilian  Population 


Registrar  General’s  ¥±d 
Year  Estimate 
Census  ligure 


Area 

Rateable  Value 
Product  of  Id  Er^te 
No,  of  Inhabited  Houses 
GomparcLility  Factor 
Live  Births 


Still  Births 
Total  Deaths 


10,  Infant  Dea.ths 


72  Ifcle  49  Female 

Rate  per  1,000  Population  14*2 

68  Hale  ~]0  Female 

Rate  per  1,000  Population  l6*l6 


4  Erie 


-  Femaie 


8,598. 

9,037. 

4,339  acres. 

£83 ,234. 

£334. 

3 ,010. 

0.71 

121  Total. 
Nil. 

138  Total. 
4  Total. 


PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Heart  Disease  ,...  47 

Cancer  , , .  23 

VasGulf.r  Lesions  of 

Nervous  System  I9 


Rate  per  1,000  live  Births 

33*0 

DEATHS  FROH  ALL  CAUSES. 

VhlG 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis  -  Respiratoi^^ 

2 

1 

3 

Syphilitic  Disea.se 

1 

1 

Infective  and  Paro.sitic  Diseases 

1 

- 

1 

Cancer  -  Stomach 

7 

5 

12 

Lung,  Bronchus 

1 

- 

1 

Breast 

- 

1 

1 

Uterus 

- 

2 

2 

Other  Sites, 

3 

4 

7 

Diabetes 

1 

- 

1 

Vascula.r  Lesions  of  Nervous  Sjrstom 

9 

10 

Gorona.iy  Disease,  iingina. 

11 

5 

16 

Hypertension  ^7ith  Hea.rt  Disease 

2 

6 

8 

Other  Hea.rt  Disoa.se 

16 

17 

33 

Other  Circulator;^  Disease 

2 

1 

3 

Influenza  , 

- 

3 

3 

Pneumonia 

1 

3 

4 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Diseases  . of  Respiratory^  System 

- 

1 

1 

Gastritis,  Bate ritis  and  Diarrhoea 

3 

1 

4 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

1 

2 

Hype ip la sin .of  Prostate 

1 

- 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  Diseases 

5 

7 

12 

Accidents 

— 

1 

1 

68 

70 

138 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  CmiEMT. 


1*  Census.  The  figure  given  is  larger  than  the  Iviid-Year  Estimate 
but  the  reason  is  not  kno'^m,  HoTrever,  as  it  vmis  the  first  Census  for 
20  years  the  figures  obtained  rd-ll  form  the  basis  of  many  nerr  actuarial 
calculations  especially  in  connection  vd-th  the  social  benefits  obtainable 
noT7  or  in  the  future.  ,The  general  ageing  of  the  population  is  already 
an  ominous  fact  but  the  full  effects  of  this  in  this  county  have  yet  to 
be  discovered  as  the  volume  for  CornT/all  has  so  far  not  been  published. 

2,  Attention  is  drarm  to  the  inverse  SLrth/^eath  ratio.  The  figTures 
are  small  and  therefore  subject  to  relatively  large  fluctuations  but 
their  import  is  clear. 

3.  As  usual  the  principal  causes  of  death  are  Heart  Disease,  Cancer,  and 
Disease  of  the  Arteries  of  the  Brain,  but  an  interesting  point  is  that 
this  year  deaths  due  to  diseases  of  the  IdLdney  '^hich  have  been  quite 
prominent  in  other  years  are  fex7. 

SAITITAlgY  GCTTDITKMS  OF  THE  AREA 


1.  Water  Sunnly. 


Number  of  Houses 
on  iiains. 

Number  of  Houses  v/ith 
Standpioe  Su'ddI''/’, 

''''''’■’’mber  of  Houses 
irt.th-TTo  Pioed  Sunoly. 

2,921 

NIL 

182 

The  above  figures  have  been  furnished  by  courtesy  of  the  Borough  Thgineer 
and  Surve3^or. 

(a)  In  general  the  supply  has  been  uell  maintained  on  account  of  the  rather 
■wet  summer  but  none  the  less  the  toTm  should  bear  in  mind  that  in  part  of 
August  consumption  vent  up  to  about  600,000  gallons  per  daj'’,  and  that  there 
is  still  onlj'’  one  submersible  pump  in  the  Victory  Shaft,  In  my  opiiiion  it 
is  essential  that  a  reserve  be  available  in  case  of  breakdovn. 

(b)  Amalvecr  Scheme.  The  importance  of  this  Scheme  is  that  not  onlj^  is  it 
a  joint  one  v,ith  West  Penvdth  Hural  District  Council  to  supply  the  village 
of  ITancledra  as  far  south  as  Borea,  but  that  while  augmenting  the  supply  to 
St.  Ives  Borough  the  Hamlet  of  Halsetov.u  is  supplied  as  veil.  This  Hamlet 
might  be  described  as  the  forgotten  city  since  it  has  neither  water  although 
the  Bussov  Reservoir  is  only  about.  60O  yards  avaj'',  nor  any  system  of  drain¬ 
age.  The  torn  has  nothing  to  its  credit  tha’t  this  place  has  been  left 
■^Tithout  services  for  so  many  years  and  it  is  very  high  time  indeed  that 
water  was  available  since  the  only  supply  at  all  is  the  piuiro  in  the  Inn, 

Even  under  this  Scheme  onljr  a  Standpipe  Supply  is  envisaged  ^.hich  though  a 
groat  deal  better  than  nothing  is  still  not  g'ood  enou.gh,  and  the  drainage 
problem  vail  still  be  -with  us. 


Negotiations  v/ith  the  West  Penrith  Hural  District  Council  regarding  the 
siting  of  the  respective  outflow  valves  from  the  intake  tank  at  Amalveor 
itself  and  also  the  line  of  main  a.nd  its  extent  have  ta.kon  a  great  deal 
longer  than  was  hoped  but  nor;  full  Ivfinistrjr  approval  to  the  Scheme  has  been 
received  it  is  not  too  much  to  expect  that  for  St,  Ives  this  Scheme  vlll  be 
completed  by  the  end  of  1952. 

2,  Sewerage, 

(a)  Cc-rbis  Jjew.  It  is  pleasant  to  .record  that  at  long  last  the  Scheme 
for  the  se'.7oring  of  the  part  of  Cart"'  s  Bay  bclo’/  the  railway  has  been  com¬ 
pleted  c'nd  great  cred'it  is  duo  to  the  Borough  Ihginocr’s  Depariunent  for 
the  difficulties  which  v/cre  ovorcare  so  ablj^, 

(b)  Cas  y/orks  Effluent-.  During  the  year  difficulty  arose  \ath  the  South 
\festem  Gas  Board  regarding  the  disposal  of  the  effluent  from  the  Gas  'Works. 
For  many  years  this  has  discharged  on  the  rocks  on  the  South  West  side  of 
the  Isla,nd  but  when  some  obstruction  occurred  in  the  effluent  pipe  a  request 
i/as  made  to  discharge  it  into  the  Council's  se.'or.  This  v/as  grtmtod  as  a 
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very  temporcory  expedient  pending  seme  permanent  solution.  This, 
unfortunately,  took  a  good  deal  longer  theji  v/as  anticipated  but  the 
Council  vrere  very  anxious  as  to  the  effect  the  discharge  of  this  tarry 
matter  T'ould,  have  on  the  sand  uhich  unavoidably  gets  into  the  scr';/er  and 
also  on  the  holding  tank,  Brontually  the  effluent  pipe, was  repaired 
and  discharge  is  now  talcing  place  as  in  former  years. 

(c)  Lelant  Sewerage.  Nothing  further  eventuated  on  this,  about  which  I 
made  remarks  last  year  but  it  is  eamestlj'-  hoped  that  soon  the  proposal 
v.lll  be  proceeded  v.dth, 

3*  Sand  at  iPorthmeor  Beach. 

This  is  only  a  public  health  matter  \7hon  it  blocks  drains  and  so  affects 
the  sewer  but,  of  course,  the  formidable  banlis  in  front  of  the  Studios 
allov/ed  sand  to  drift  on  to  the  roads  after  any  heavy  \7ind.  This 
accumulation  of  years  has  at  last  been  tackled  v.ith  very  great  success 
so  it  is  hoped  that  obstruction  to  drains  from  this  source  vdll  be 
materially  less  in  the  future, 

4.  Housing, 

The  Council  continued  to  make  very  good  progress  (relatively)  in  their 
housing  estates  at  Penbeagle  and  Carbis  Bay.  In  all  40  Coincil  and  6 
Private  Ihterprise  houses  were  built.  However,  insufficient  considera¬ 
tion  has  been  given  to  the  problon  of  housing  old  people  which  by  reason 
of  special  requirements  re  sites  and  actual  accommodation  merit  the  most 
careful  thought, 

3*  Infectious  Disease. 

The  number  of  cases  of  notified  disease  is  less  than  last  year,  Imiauni- 
sation  7/as  steadily  proceeded  7lth  and  though  the  number  of  children  under 
5  attending  the  special  clinics  for  this  purpose  was  not  large,  a  number 
v/as  immunised  by  Private  Practitioners. 

One  point  that  should  have  been  brought  to  the. notice  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  officially  ^has  that  a  number  of  cases  of  some  form  of  illness 
occurred  particularly  in  one  hotel.  They  were  not  cases  of  food  poison¬ 
ing  but  none  the  less  it  is  essential  to  stress  that  any  illness  of 
whatever  nature  affecting  a  nvimber  of  people  is  a  matter  in  which  the 
Public  Health  Depeortment  must  bo  concerned  and  indeed  in  which  tho^^  might 
be  able  to  help, 

HaPOPT  OP  oi.NITiiRY  BTSPBQTOR  POR.  19bl. 

1.  m  scELwapus  vi  si  ts  . 


Premises  Visited  re  CiongDlaints 

•  #  • 

256 

Ee-Ih  sp  e  c  ti  on  s 

•  •  • 

177 

Drain  Tests  -  New  and  Repair  '.York 

•  «  • 

135 

House  Inspections 

•  •  • 

53 

Rodent  Control  Inspections 

•  •  • 

303 

Public  Gonveniene<=s 

#  •  • 

80 

Camping  Sites 

•  •  e 

31 

Factories  ' 

•  •  0 

41 

Bake  Houses 

0*0 

16 

PUmigations 

•  «  0 

6 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

•  •  • 

19 

Cafes  and  Pood  Preiaises 

#  «  • 

123 

Public  Houses 

•  •  0 

6 

Salvage  Depot 

•  00 

43 

2.  POOD  PPJl  IISES. 

All  premises  where  food  is  prej.  ered  are  inspected  regularly  and,  while 
not  up  to  the  standard  one  would  wit  i  for  o'.Ting  to  the  congestion  of  the 
premises  and  the  difficulty  of  carry  .ng  out  structural  alterations ,  the 
cleanliness  of  the  premises  as  a  who. .e  is  good.  Various  premises  have 
been  able  to  carrj'’  out  alterations  w!  dch  they  have  found  to  their  advantage. 
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3.  ICE  OREAiJ. 

During  the  suraner  I9  visits  were  made  to  Ice  Cream  I/lanufacturer 's 
premises,  and  6  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst, 
The  results  were  as  follows  ;~ 

Grade  1  -  3»  Grade  2-1, 

Grade  3  -  2.  Grade  4-0. 

This  is  an  improvement  on  last  year,  but  there  should  be  no  samples 
in  Grade  3* 

1  Sample  was  taken  for  fat  content,  the  result  being  7/°  fat, 

4.  RBGI STRATI CTT  OP  PBHvIISBS  FOR  THE  SALS  OF  ICE  CREAIa. 

During  the  year  6  applications  were  received  for  registration  for  the 
sale  of  ice  cream,  6  were  granted.  In  my  opinion  it  is  unfortunate  that 
Local  Authorities  cannot  control  the  type  of  premises  from  which  ice  cream 
can  be  sold.  At  present  ice  cream  can  be  sold  from  practically  any  shop 
provided  they  have  the  facilities  for  washing  their  hands.  Most  of  the 
large  ice  cream  manufacturers  wrap  their  products  but  there  is  no  provision 
in  the  Act  •'^Thich  stipulates  that  a.  Licence  can  be  granted  for  the  sale  of 
wrapped  ice  cream  only  which  means  that  once  a  licence  is  granted  the 
proprietor  can  please  himself  v/hether  he  sells  wrapped  or  loose  ice  cream. 


3.  UKTSOatTP  ROOD  CaMDE(iMED. 


During  the  year  the  following  articles  of  food  were  inspected  and  con 
demned  as  unfit  for  human  consuD5)tion  and  were  voluntarily  surrendered 


624  Tins  of  Various  Rood 
3  Stone  Tish, 

7  lb  Tea. 

3  lb  Gheese  (Mouldy), 

10  Boxes  Dates, 

11  lbs  Biscuits. 

6,  BJBLIC  GLBaITSING. 


20  lbs.  Meat  (Bone  Taint), 

12  lbs  Cherries. 

30  lbs  Prunes.  ’ 

40  Pkts.  ISa shed  Potatoes. 

24  Pkts.  Risks, 

40  Pkts.  Sponge  PI  our  Mixture 


Gollection  and  Disposal  of  House  and  Trade  Refuse. 


Gollection  is  by  means  of  two  10  cub.  Yds  lorries.  Disposal  of  House 
and  Trade  Refuse  is  at  Hayle  where,  in  conjunction  vtlth  the  West  Penrith  Riral 
District  Council,  controlled  tipping  is  carried  out. 

Number  of  Loads  of  Refuse  per  '/eek 
.Approidsnate  "/eight  of  Refuse  per  V/eek 
Approximate  Weight  of  Refuse  per  Year 
Approximate  liileage  per  Vehicle  per  Year 

7.  SALVAGE. 

The  amount  of  salvage  collected  during  the  ye>:..r  amounted  to  9I  tons 
11  cwts,  16  lbs,  at  a  total  value  of  £1,420,  18,  Od,  Comparing  this  with 
the  1948  collection  (which  was  the  last  full  year’s  collection)  we  have 
increased  the  amount  collected  by  4  tons  but  the  increase  in  value  amounted 
to  £764.  10.  Od,  Tills  has  been  due  to  the  high  prices  being  paid  for 
salvage  but  like  all  good  things  this  ’.Till  come  to  an  end, 

8.  aO/q)  S:/ESP]1TG. 

The  mileage  of  roads  requiring  sweeping  amounted  to  20  miles  of  un¬ 
classified  roads  and  10*33  County  Council  roads.  It  is  annojring  that 
after  the.  roads  have  been  cleaned  and  overytliing  is  slaip  shape  that  after 
8  p,m,  the  roads  are  strewn  vdth  nepspapers  and  ba.gs  from  Pish  and  Chip 
shop  people,  Ilany  people  enjoy  fish  and  chips  and  wo  do  not  wish  to  prevent 
them  from  eating  out  of  a  bag  but  furoly  they  can  roll  their  paper  up  into  a 
ball  end  place  it  in  the  nearest  litter  bin. 


32 

, . ,  70  Tons, 

3,500  Tons. 

..■.13,000  Miles, 


9.  GULLY  AND  CESSPIT  EMPTYING  IviAGHINE, 


During  the  year  this  vehicle  was  hired  out  on  43  occasions  to  private 
individual  property  orders  who  are  not  on  main  drainage.  The  vehicle  is 
also  on  hire  to  Penzance  Tovm  Council  two  days  a  week  and  to  the  adjacent 
Local  Authorities  when  desired. 


There  is  no  doubt  that  this  tjrpe  of  vehicle  is  a  boon  to  property 
ovmexs  in  the  surrounding  district  v/ho  are  not  on  main  drainage  as  it  is 
impossible  to  get  men  to-day  to  empty  cesspits  by  buckets,  apart  from  the 
question  of  time  and  the  cost  of  labour. 

10.  BPDHTT  CdlTBOL. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  properties  treated  and  re-inspected  was 
as  follov/s:- 


Local  Authority, 
Private  I>T''ellings. 
Business  Premises. 


41  properties, 
22  properties. 
38  properties. 


123  visits. 

66  visits. 
114  visits. 


The  number  of  rate  poisoned  was  69,  vT-hile  22  were  caught  by  traps. 
Very  few  rats  are  caught  in  sewers,  due  to  the  small  size  of  the  sewers, 
making  it  irg»ossible  for  rats  to  breed  as  the  sewers  become  surcharged 
during  heavy  rain.  26  manholes  were  treated  but  no  evidence  of  rata 
was  found. 


I  am  indebted  to  Mr,  T,  Nankervis  for  the  work  he  carries  out  in 
keeping  the  to’.m  free  frcsn  rats. 

11.  PAGTORIES  ACTS^  IQ  87  and  1948. 

The  number  of  factories  registered  in  the  Borough  is  Jl,  During  the 
year  63  inspections  were  made,  8  were  found  to  require  lime  washing  or  small 
repairs,  one  had  insufficient  sanitary  convenience  and  one  no  separation  for 
the  sexes ,  all  v/ere  ccmiplied  vdth. 


12.  POOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  ^  1938.  Eenort  for  the  Year  Biding  31st  Dec.  19*31. 

I  am  indebted  to  ¥rr,  H.A,  Eindle  of  Cornwall  County  Council  (which  is 
the  Pood  and  Drugs  Authority)  for  the  follovlng  figures  of  samples  taken  by 
his  Department, 


Details  of  Samples  Procured  during:  19‘^1  fran  the  Borough  of  St.  Ives. 


Article. 


No.  of  Samples 

Taken , 


Result  of  Anal y s_. 
Genuine,  Adulterated . 


Fdlk 

Malt  Vinegar 
Butter 

Golden  Spread 
Jelly 

Chicken  Patties 

Health  and  Liver  Salts 

Cut  Peel 

Lemonade  Powder 

Dried  Mint 

Mincemeat 

Christmas  Pudding 

Pasteurised  Processed  Cheese 

Raspberry  Cordial 

Sausages 


13 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


13 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1  Contained  un¬ 
declared  pre¬ 
servative. 
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Total 


30 


30 


13.  RAG  ELOCK  ACT  REDULATICW^ 

This  nei:  Act  ■^'vhich  camo  into  force  this  year  '•'pplies  to  4  firms  ir 
the  Boroiigh,  All  the  premises  concerned  coiTipl3r  \D.th  the  Ro,^latioii, 
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PIPIiGTIOUS  DISZASIDS. 
(Corrected  Fotifications. ) 

im. 


DISjUAoS. 

PUTZ/JMCS. 

WEST  PiiPaTH 

ST.  IVES. 

ST.  JUST. 

Mea  sle  s 

542 

262 

68 

179 

Scarlet  Fever 

40 

11 

12 

- 

Pood  Poisoning 

- 

1 

- 

- 

V.Tio  oping  Cough 

4 

21 

34 

- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Diphtheria 

3 

- 

1 

- 

Meningoc  c  oc  cJ. 

Infection 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

17 

4 

- 

- 

Puerperal  i^z-rexia 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

-  ■  ■ 

7 

- 

- 

Erysipelas 

1 

- 

- 

- 

PlieUEiatic  Pever 

2 

- 

-t 

- 

iSieumatic  Arthritis 

- 

% 

1 

- 

DIPHTHILRIA 

IM'IUUISATIQM. 

1231. 

Aanv 

UUIVIBSR  OP  CHILDEEI'.t  uo  coicpletsd  a 

PULL  GOUBSE  OP  DlilPTISATiai  BT  I95I. 

Under  3  ~  Total. 

ITUl'-BER  OP  CHILDE3T 
EECEEVIUG  BEPRESHEI 
DOSES. 

Penzance 

261  . 

32 

293 

378 

St .  Ive  s 

86  ' 

1 

87 

38 

V/est  Pemvith 
iJural  District 

288 
i  J 

73 

363 

626 

St.  Just  Urban  : 

District 

62 

7 

69 

81 

Total  Notixi cations 
Total  Deaths 
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